Report of Field Visit under ‘Khet Bachao Abhiyan Programme’

Title: Field Awareness Campaign on Balanced Fertilizer Use, Soil Health Management and
Natural Farming under Khet Bachao Abhiyan

Date: 10" June, 2026

Location: Ladpur, Sethal and Navadia Villages, Nawabganj block, Bareilly District, Uttar
Pradesh

On 10" June 2026, a team of scientists from 1VRI visited Ladpur, Sethal and Navadia Villages of
Bareilly district under the ‘Khet Bachao Abhiyan Programme’ programme to conduct an
awareness campaign on promoting balanced and judicious use of fertilizers, improving soil
health encouraging sustainable nutrient management practices, and accelerating the adoption of
natural farming..

The team comprised Dr. D. Bardhan (Team Leader), Dr. Prasad Thomas, Dr. Salauddin Qureshi,
and Dr. Himani Dhanze. The programme was attended by 14, 10 and 15 representatives,
respectively, from Ladpur, Sethal and Navadia Villages in Nawabganj block, Bareilly District,
who actively participated in the discussions.

The awareness programmes were conducted in the three villages, separately. During the
interactions, farmers were sensitized about the importance of soil testing and the use of Soil
Health Cards for making informed nutrient management decisions. Emphasis was laid on the
judicious and balanced application of fertilizers, particularly the need to apply nitrogen (N),
phosphorus (P20s) and potassium (K:O) as per the revised district-specific fertilizer
recommendations issued by ICAR, instead of following blanket fertilizer doses. Farmers were
also informed about the need for rationalizing phosphorus use in view of the buildup of
phosphorus in many agricultural soils and the associated economic and environmental concerns.
The team further highlighted the role of integrated nutrient management through the use of
organic sources such as vermicompost for maintaining soil fertility and enhancing nutrient-use
efficiency. Farmers were introduced to the vermicompost and vermiculture technologies
developed and promoted by ICAR-IVRI, along with information on product availability and
prices. The participants were also apprised of the training programmes regularly organized by the
Institute on vermicompost production. The programme provided a platform for interaction with
farmers on issues related to soil health, balanced fertilization, and natural farming, and
encouraged the adoption of scientific and environmentally sustainable nutrient management
practices for improving long-term farm productivity and profitability.
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Interaction with farmers and awareness campaign in Nawadia village




