World Environment Day-2026

Centre for Wildlife Conservation, Management & Disease Surveillance,
ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute, 1zathagar

The Centre for Wildlife Conservation, Management & Disease Surveillance (CWL),
ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), lzatnagar, commemorated World
Environment Day-2026 with enthusiasm and environmental commitment on 05" June 2026
on the theme ‘Inspired by Nature. For Climate. For Our Future’. The programme was
organized with the objective of fostering environmental awareness, biodiversity conservation,
and strengthening the One Health approach through a series of meaningful activities involving
scientists, staff, and students.

Tree Plantation Drive at Deer Park: The celebrations commenced with a tree plantation
programme at the Deer Park, ICAR-IVRI, at 10:30 AM, emphasizing the importance of
ecological restoration and biodiversity conservation.

The programme was graciously inaugurated by Dr. S. K. Singh, Joint Director
(Research), ICAR-IVRI, in the presence of Dr. A. M. Pawde, In-charge, Centre for Wildlife
(CWL), along with scientists, staff members, students, and supporting personnel of the Centre.
During the programme, participants collectively reaffirmed their commitment toward
environmental stewardship, wildlife conservation, and sustainable practices.

The plantation initiative symbolized the Centre’s dedication to restoring ecological
balance and promoting greener institutional spaces for future generations.

Environmental Awareness Online Quiz for Undergraduate Students: To enhance
environmental literacy and student engagement, an online awareness quiz competition was
organized for the undergraduate students of ICAR-IVRI focusing on themes related to
environmental conservation, wildlife health, biodiversity, climate change, and One Health
concepts.

The quiz witnessed participation from nearly 22 undergraduate students, reflecting
student interest in environmental sustainability and wildlife conservation. e-certificates were
awarded to all participants, while special recognition was given to the winners. The initiative
served as an interactive platform to sensitize young learners toward pressing environmental
concerns and the importance of conservation-oriented action.



International Webinar on Wildlife Linkages and Emerging Diseases: As part of the World
Environment Day observance, an expert webinar was organized to discuss the ecological
dimensions of emerging infectious diseases and wildlife-associated health risks.

The invited speaker, Dr. Jonathan H. Epstein, Founder, One Health Science (OHSci)
and Adjunct Professor, Department of Infectious Disease and Global Health, Tufts Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine, delivered an insightful lecture on the theme “Wildlife Linkages,
Bats and Filo Viruses: Ecological Drivers of Disease Emergence”. The webinar focused on
the ecological role of wildlife, particularly bats, in the emergence and maintenance of
filoviruses including the recent Ebola virus, and emphasized the importance of ecological
surveillance, spillover prevention, and global preparedness within a One Health framework.
Drawing from his extensive field experiences, Dr. Epstein shared valuable insights on wildlife-
human interfaces, disease emergence pathways, bat ecology, ecosystem disruptions, and
lessons learned from previous outbreaks, underscoring the need for interdisciplinary
collaboration to mitigate zoonotic risks.
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The session attracted participation from nearly 55 participants, including faculty
members, researchers, students, veterinarians, and wildlife professionals from different
institutions.

The programme commenced with the opening remarks by Dr. A. M. Pawde, In-charge,
CWL, who highlighted the significance of World Environment Day and the growing importance
of integrating wildlife conservation with disease surveillance and environmental health. The
webinar concluded with an engaging interaction session, where participants actively
discussed ecological drivers of emerging diseases and preventive strategies.

World Environment Day- 2026 at CWL, ICAR-IVRI successfully brought together
environmental awareness, student engagement, and scientific dialogue through plantation
activities, educational outreach, and international expert interaction. The programme
reinforced the Centre’s commitment toward wildlife conservation, ecosystem health, and One
Health approaches, contributing meaningfully to environmental sustainability and disease
preparedness.



