Turtle’s Luck Turns After Superglue Surgery

Indian flap shell turtle, a vulnerable species as per IUCN, was run over by a vehicle & had fracture of
tough shell at 6 places which was rescued Mr Vokendra Sharma, animal welfare activist, Budaun &
brought for treatment at Referral Veterinary Polyclinic, ICAR-IVRI, IZATNAGAR.

After taking Xray it revealed that turtle was carrying 7 eggs in its womb. The fractured shell was reduced
by blouse hooks & cyanoacrylate glue which showed poor strength, then it was once again reinforced by

orthopaedic wire loops & PMMA/dental cement. The surgical team comprised of Dr. A. M. Pawde, Dr.
Kamalesh, Dr. Sai & Dr. Mahesh.
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: Bareilly: In a quick fix solu-
i tion, experts at Indian Veter-
i inary Research Institute (IV-
i RI)inUttar Pradesh’s Bareil-
i ly used superglue and blouse

i clasp (hook) to join the shat-
i tered shell of an endangered
i turtle which was run over
i by a car. Since the adhesive

i used by orthopaedic sur-
i geons was unavailable and
i time was running out for the
i turtle, superglue was used
i as an alternative to fix the
i multiple cracks in theshell.

The procedure was per-
formed by Dr Abhijeet Pawde
along with Dr
mar and other members of
the top veterinary institute’s

team. The turtle is under ob-
servation at a rehabilitation
centre in Budaun and its con-
dition is being monitored.
The Indian Flapshell turtle

orthopaedic surgeons, which
was not available here. As
time was running out for the
turtle, we used the superglue
as an alternative, as it is also

is listed as v
IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature) red
list of wildlife species. This
particular one was rescued by
animal activist Vokendra
Sharma in Budaun and
broughtto Bareillyon Monday.
Amemberof theteam that
treated the turtle told TOI,
“The injured reptile was
brought to ourfacility around
4.35pm on Monday, and it was
battlingforlife. It wasafemale
with seven eggs in her womb.
We had to perform surgery
immediately to save its life.
We needed adhesive used by

ble in the a

The veterinarian added:
“We used blouse ‘clasps
(hooks) and fixed these on
either side of the cracked

provide us with feedback
about the turtle’s condition”.
Cyanoacrylates are a fam-
ily of strong, fast-actingadhe-
sives with industrial, medi-
cal,and household uses. They
are derived from ethyl cya-
noacrylateand related esters.
Vokendra Sharma said, “1

QUICK FIX

shell using cyanoacrylate ad-
hesive. Then these clasps
were fastened with ortho-
paedic wire to join the crack-
s...Inthis case, the reptile was
delicate, and using the right
amount of anaesthesia was
important. Every procedure
went right and the surgery

Weh Tod

in a critical condition. Its

shell had been cracked and it

wasbleeding.I,alongwithmy

team members, and with help
from the forest department
took the injured turtle to
IVRI Bareilly. The condition
of the turtle has improved
significantly after the proce-
dure, and I hope that it will

"
recover soon.
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Battered turtle’s
luck turns after
superglue surgery

Kanwardeep.Singh
@timesofindia.com

Bareilly: In a quick fix solu
tion, experts at Indian Veteri-
nary Research Institute (1V-
RID) in Bareilly used Fevikwik
and blouse clasp (hook) to jo-
in the shattered shell of an
endangered turtle which was
run over by a car. Since adhe-
sive used by orthopaedic sur-
geons was unavailable and ti-
me was running out for the
turtle, superglue was used as
analternativetofix the multi-
ple cracks in the shell.

The procedure was per-
formed by Dr Abhijeet Pawde
along with Dr Kamlesh Ku-
mar and other members of
the top veterinary institute’s
team. The turtle is under ob-
servation at a rehabilitation
centre in Budaun and its con-
dition is being monitored.

The Indian Flapshell turt-
le is listed as vulnerable in
the TUCN red list of wildlife
species. This particular one
was rescued by animal acti-
vist Vokendra Sharma in Bu-

i daun and brought to Bareilly

on Monday.
A senior member of the te-
am that treated the turtle told

QUICK FIX SOLUTION

TOI, “The injured reptile was

brought to our facility aro-

und 4.35pm on Monday, and it

was battling for life. It was a

female with seven eggs in her
womb. We had to perform sur-
gery immediately to save its
life, We needed adhesive used
by orthopaedic surgeons,

which was not available here.

As time was running out, we
used the superglue as an al-
ternative, as itisalsoacyano-
acrylateadhesive.”

The veterinarian added:
“We used blouse clasps (ho-
oks) and fixed these on either
side of the cracked shell
using cyanoacrylate adhesi-
ve. Then these clasps were
fastened with orthopaedic
wire to join the cracks... Eve-
ry procedure went right and
the surgery was successful.




