
Celebrating Excellence: Under Graduate student Dr Shubham Narwal 

Becomes the First Indian Veterinarian to Secure the Prestigious Rhodes 

Scholarship 

 

ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) proudly 

celebrates a remarkable milestone achieved by one of its own. Shubham 

Narwal, a 2019 batch student currently completing his internship, has been 

awarded the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship—a testament to his 

unwavering dedication, exemplary academic performance, and the world-

class training provided by ICAR-IVRI. 

Established in 1903, the Rhodes scholarship is the world’s oldest 

international fellowship program, renowned for identifying and nurturing 

exceptional talent globally. Since its inception in India in 1947, no Indian 

veterinarian had been selected for this honor until now. Shubham Narwal has 

achieved the historic distinction of being the first Indian veterinarian to receive 

this scholarship, making his alma mater and the nation proud. 

Reflecting on his journey, Shubham expressed heartfelt gratitude to 

ICAR-IVRI for shaping his skills and aptitude to compete on the global stage. 

He acknowledged the invaluable mentorship and support extended by the 

Director of ICAR-IVRI, Dr. Triveni Dutt, Joint Director (Academic) Dr S K 

Mendiratta, UG Coordinator Dr. Rajat Garg, Associate UG Coordinator Dr. 

Abhishek Verma, and the esteemed faculty members. Their guidance and 

commitment to academic excellence have been instrumental in his success. 

Shubham’s application process for the Rhodes Scholarship required 

reference letters, which were highly commended by the Indian Secretariat. The 

referees, Dr. Ayon Tarafdar, Dr. Ujjwal K De, and Dr. Hari Om Pandey, 

provided prompt, honest, and impactful recommendations, further enhancing 



the credibility of his application. The Rhodes Trust’s recognition of ICAR-

IVRI’s scientists and their esteemed reputation in research played a pivotal role 

in Shubham’s selection. 

In his testimony, Shubham expressed his pride in being part of the ICAR-

IVRI fraternity and his hope that his achievement will inspire fellow students to 

aim higher and accomplish even greater feats in the years to come. 

ICAR-IVRI congratulates Shubham Narwal on this historic 

accomplishment and wishes him continued success in his future 

endeavours. 
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