ICAR Sponsored 21-days training program on “Vaccine engineering
techniques for development of new generation vaccines against animal
diseases” inaugurated at ICAR-IVRI Bengaluru on 22 January, 2026

The 21-day ICAR-Sponsored Winter School on “Vaccine engineering techniques for development of
new generation vaccines against animal diseases” was formally inaugurated at the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research — Indian Veterinary Research Institute (ICAR-IVRI) Bengaluru with remarkable
enthusiasm and scholarly spirit, reflecting the Institution’s commitment to academic and research
excellence. The Winter School has been meticulously designed to provide participants with exposure
to state-of-the-art vaccine engineering platforms incorporating modern tools of genetic engineering,
nanotechnology, bioinformatics with the artificial intelligence and machine learning approaches for
immunogen design and discovery. The primary aim of the training program is to equip young scientists
and researchers with futuristic perspectives on development of next generation vaccines for protecting
animal health and to enhance the productivity.

The inaugural session was graced by Dr Baladev Gulati, Director, [CAR-NIVEDI and Dr Tusar Kanti
Behera, Director ICAR-IIHR Bengaluru as Chief Guests. The programme commenced with a warm
welcome to all dignitaries, faculty members, resource persons, and participants representing
institutions from across the country. Dr Pallab Chaudhuri, Joint Director (ICAR-IVRI Bengaluru) and
Course Director of the Winter School delivered the welcome address. He highlighted historical
significance of vaccination in controlling animal diseases and emphasized the IVRI’s notable
achievements in terms of development of number of successful vaccines that are widely used across
the country. Dr Dechamma HJ, Principal Scientist and Course Coordinator briefed the audience on the
course content and participants profile of the Winter School. She highlighted major areas that will be
covered in this training program. Participants subsequently introduced themselves and shared their
expectations, showing keen interest in gaining hands-on experience and insights into modern vaccine
engineering techniques. In this august occasion, the training compendium was released by the Chief
Guests.

Dr. Tusar Kanti Behera, Director ICAR-IIHR highlighted the importance strengthening human
resource development in agriculture and allied sectors. He emphasized the importance of one health
involving animals, plant and environment indicating holistic approach. He urged for research and
development of plant based oral vaccines against major animal diseases. Dr B R Gulati, Director,
ICAR-NIVEDI Bengaluru highlighted the importance of developing improved vaccines and

diagnostics for management of animal health. He noted that the topic of vaccine engineering is very



timely as our country is aiming for the eradication of important animal diseases and innovations in this
field are going to significantly contribute in this direction.

The programme concluded with a Vote of Thanks proposed by Dr Manjunath Patel, Principal Scientist
and Member of organizing committee of the Winter School. The inaugural session was ended with a

group photograph marking a successful beginning of the Winter School.
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