""Kheti Bachao Abhiyaan" Awareness Program in Habra-I block of North 24 Parganas

The Eastern Regional Station (ERS) of ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata organized an impactful
awareness program under the National Campaign on “Kheti Bachao Abhiyaan" at
Baghadanga village of Habra-I block in North 24 Parganas of West Bengal on 2"¢ of July,
2026. The initiative witnessed active participation of 27 scheduled caste and tribal
farmers—comprising 7 women and 20 men—representing 4 villages namely Baghadanga,
Kumra, Gelapole and Makaltala villages of Habra-1.

Dr. Arnab Sen, HoRC, ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, Dr.
Bimalendu Mondal, Principal Scientist and Dr. G. K.
Das, Principal Scientist from ERS, ICAR-IVRI,
Kolkata were present in the program. In the beginning
of the program, thanks were given to all the farmers
for presenting themselves in the meeting with a very
short notice. Dr. Arnab in his deliberation put
emphasis on judicious use of inorganic fertilizer
during the post war scarcity, more and more use
organic manure, green manure and adopts alternate agricultural practices for better livelihood
generation. He also reminded the farmers about the adverse effects of indiscriminate use
chemlcal fertlhzer on soil integrity and also the negatlve impacts on both human and animal

; * health. Dr Arnab also emphasised for
- preparation green organic composting in
the village on collective basis for higher
production of organic fertilizer which
could fetched better price after quialifying
the needs. Dr B. Mondal recapitulated our
ancient time and glorious old agricultural
practices. He requested farmers to accept
and adopt the old agricultural and allied practices we performed in previous decades. To
combat these issues, the experts emphasized the critical necessity of routine soil testing and
advocated for a balanced, minimal application of chemical fertilizers integrated with b10-
fertilizers. Furthermore, the scientists fo s ‘
provided practical guidance on
preserving long-term soil health through
natural farming techniques, specifically
detailing the preparation of
vermicompost and bio-fertilizers using
locally available organic manures. As a
direct result, participants gained the
confidence and technical understanding
to adopt vermicomposting and balanced
fertilization practices, laying the groundwork for restored soil vitality and safer, eco-friendly
crop yields. Dr. G. K. Das elaborated about the animal husbandry practices along agricultural
operations for sustainable income and better livelihood generation.




