“Healthy Soil — Healthy Crop — Prosperous Farmer”-A "Khet Bachao Abhiyaan organized
in Sonarpur Block of West Bengal

The ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Eastern Regional station (ERS), Kolkata,
organized a Kishan Goshti on"Khet Bachao Abhiyaan" among the farmers of Balarampur,
Bonhooghly, Chiyari, Danga and Dakshin Bonhooghly villages of Sonarpur block in South 24
Parganas district of West Bengal on 19" June 2026. The theme of the program was to create
awareness among women farmers engaged in agricultural and allied operations about the
National campa1gn “Healthy Soil — Healthy Crop—Prosperous Farmer” implemented by the
' ' ' Government of India through the Ministry of

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.

Dr B. Mondal, Principal Scientist and Dr. G. K.
Das, Principal Scientist from ICAR-IVRI-ERS were

present in the program. A total of thirty (n=30)
women farmers from Balarampur, Bonhooghly, Chiyari, Danga and Dakshin Bonhooghly
villages and three cluster leaders, Smt Mamamta Naru (Balarampur), Smt. Jhuma Bag (Dakshin
Bonhooghly) and Mrs. Purnima Mondal (Bonhoghly) were present in the program. During the
discussion, Scientists of ERS, ICAR-IVRI have [0 = ‘ i

drawn attention of the farmers about the present
day crisis in Indian agriculture. They reminded
the past history of our Indian Agriculture
practices adopted during the agricultural

operations. Besides, they had also been advised to protect their agriculturél farmlad l;y.judicious
use inorganic fertilizers i.e. chemical fertilizers avoiding excessive application. Further, emphasis
was given to encourage the farmers to use more and more organic manure or decomposed during
all agricultural operations at the unavoidable crisis emerged in recent days. Narration also given
on the preparation of organic manure from plant and animal matters such as cow dung, faecal
pellets of goats, poultry manure etc compost, and crop residues may be used an alternate
‘ " BIE strategy to enrich soil fertility by supplying
' essential macronutrients (Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
Potassium) and beneficial microorganisms, while
dramatically improving soil structure and water

retention. The farmers were further reminded about

the present-day crisis and its possible future effects in relation to their livelihood and effects on



the human and animal health as well as the changing climate. Farmers were advised to apply
green manuring; vermicompost use, as well as use of bio-fertilizers prepared from locally
available organic residues, on a sustainable basis, its adoption for boosting soil biological activity

and better agricultural productivity. \



