
ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, Conducted "Khet Bachao Abhiyaan"-  

on the theme “Smart Nutrients- Healthy Soil- Sustainable Tomorrow” 

Eastern Regional station (ERS), ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, conducted Kisan Gosthi cum awareness 

programme during "Khet Bachao Abhiyaan" campaign based on the theme “Smart 

Nutrients- Healthy Soil- Sustainable Tomorrow” at Nischintpur and Mathurapur villages of 

Bongaon block, North 24 Parganas district, West Bengal. The programme aimed at protecting 

farmland and encourage scientific farming through smart nutrients using fertilizers and soil 

amendments wisely—matching 

crop needs to ensure healthy 

soil, better yields, and reduced 

waste for sustainable tomorrow. 

The programme conducted by 

the scientists Drs. Arun. K. Das, 

P. K. Nanda and Samiran 

Bandyopadhyay of ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata. The event held on 18th June 2026 witnessed 

active participation of farm women (n=56) representing Nischintpur, and Mathurapur villages 

of Bongaon block, North 24 Parganas district, West Bengal.  

At the outset, the experts briefly outlined objectives of the programme to the participants 

and expressed concern over emerging challenges for Indian agriculture, including declining soil 

health due to imbalanced use of fertilizer application contributing to declining soil fertility and 

environmental damage. Further, the 

participants were apprised about the 

consequences of poor nutrient management 

in agriculture that leads to serious risks, 

including reduced crop yields, soil 

degradation, water pollution, greenhouse gas 

emissions, causing long-term threats to food 

security. To overcome this problem, the 

participants were made aware of the 

importance of soil health, which is the foundation pillar of productive and sustainable agriculture, 

as healthy soil balances nutrients, organic matter, moisture and biological activity, and suggested 

to possess Soil Health Cards,  so that fertilizer application can be based on the actual nutrient 
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requirements of the soil, which can help reduce input costs, improve productivity and preserve soil 

fertility. 

The participants were also sensitised about the 4Rs of Nutrient Management, highlighting 

the importance of Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place for efficient and 

sustainable farming practices, as 

this approach improves crop 

yields, reduces costs, and 

minimizes environmental 

impacts, while protecting soil and 

water quality. The programme is 

expected to increase awareness of 

participants on balanced use of fertiliser and importance of Nutrient Management, 

underscoring the commitment of ICAR-IVRI towards sustainable agriculture by upholding the 

core objectives of the Khet Bachao Abhiyan. 

 

 

 


