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Eastern Regional Station, ICAR- IVRI, Kolkata, organized  

NEH Programme at KVK- Gyalshing, Gyaba, West Sikkim  

 Pig farming is primarily a small scale unorganized rural activity and is an integral part 

of diversified agriculture. This farming offers a window of opportunity to unemployed youth, 

farm women as a means to earn livelihood and meet both their ends. As far as people of 

North-Eastern regions of India are concerned, pig rearing is an integral part of their way of 

life. Further, in 

North-Eastern 

regions of India, 

including Sikkim, 

there is a good 

demand for pork 

as well, and most 

of the pork 

produced is consumed locally. So, it was felt that there is a need to give impetus to this 

profitable sector through IVRI-NEH programme in West Sikkim, so that adoption of pig 

farming may help in improving the overall socio-economic conditions of the beneficiaries. 

Against this back drop, Eastern Regional Station, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata took initiatives 

through its North-Eastern Hill (NEH) programme and organized Training-cum-Awareness 

Programme on Scientific Pig Farming and distributed inputs to beneficiaries in collaboration 

with Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)-Gyalsingh, Gyaba, West Sikkim on 20.01.2026. The 

programme was 

inaugurated by chief 

guest Shri Tenzing D. 

Denzongpa, District 

Collector, Gyalshing 

DAC in the presence 

of Tshering Phuti 

Bhutia, 14th Singyang-Chumbung GPU president; Shri Yogesh Rai, President, 18th 

Chumbung GPU, beneficiaries and staff of KVK-Gyalshing, Gyaba, West Sikkim.  At the 

outset, Mr. Bhison Pradhan, Senior Scientist & Head, KVK Gyalshing, welcomed the guests, 
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dignitaries and in his address appreciated the efforts of ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata for 

implementing NEH programme and distributing inputs through their KVK and assured to 

extend all possible help for executing future programmes as well. During the address, the 

chief guest of the function Shri Tenzing D. Denzongpa, District Collector, Gyalshing DAC 

spoke about the scope and potential of pig farming in Gyalshing and Soreng districts, 

highlighting its importance in improving farmers’ livelihoods in animal husbandry.  

 Dr P. K. Nanda, Principal Scientist, ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata briefed the gathering 

about objectives of the programme and role played by ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata through 

implementing various 

schemes and flagship 

programmes such as Tribal 

sub-plan (TSP), Scheduled 

caste-sub-plan (SCSP) and 

North-Eastern Hill (NEH) in 

the Eastern and North Eastern Region in improving the socio-economic conditions of the 

beneficiaries. To give wider publicity and enhance brand image of ICAR-IVRI in north-

eastern region, “the Film on IVRI” depicting its history, products and technologies developed 

was also showcased among the beneficiaries.  

The inaugural programme was followed by organisation of a “Training-cum-

Awareness on Scientific Pig Farming” in which the beneficiaries actively participated. 

During the training, Dr 

Samiran Bandyopadhyay, 

PS, ERS, ICAR-IVRI, 

Kolkata, appraised the 

beneficiaries about 

African swine fever (ASF) 

along with biosecurity 

measures and methods needed to safeguard the piglets from contracting various diseases. 

While briefing the participants, Dr Bandyopadhyay also highlighted the issue of prudent 

use of antibiotics resulting in development of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and the way 

forward to cope up with this. In his address, Dr. Arun K. Das, PS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, spoke 



3 

 

on skill development and value addition in pig farming, with special emphasis on processing 

and entrepreneurship opportunities for farmers. Further, Dr Das also gave an overview of 

the market potential and opportunities for commercialization of traditional meat and value-

added products for 

better income.   During 

the technical session, 

the problems raised by 

the beneficiaries in 

connection with health, 

feeding, housing and 

management aspects of livestock were also duly addressed by Dr Lhaki Bhutia, SMS 

(Animal Science), KVK-Gyalshing, West Sikkim. 

The Training-cum-Awareness Programme was followed by distribution of piglets 

(n=100), along with pig feed (2,500 kg) 

among beneficiaries (n=100) of Gyalshing 

and Soreng districts. The entire programme 

was coordinated and nicely compered by 

Dr Ranjit Subba, SMS (Extension) and vote 

of thanks was proposed by Mr J. P. Dulal, 

SMS (Agronomy), KVK-Gyalshing, Sikkim. 

An overwhelming response of the 

participants and the support and 

cooperation received from one and all, especially the subject matter specialists and staff of 

KVK-Gyalshing, Gyaba made the programme a grand success. 

 

 

 


