
ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, Conducted "Khet Bachao Abhiyaan"-  

on the theme “Healthy Inputs- Rich Soil- Better Tomorrow” on 9th June, 2026 

 
Eastern Regional station (ERS), ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, conducted an awareness campaign on "Khet 

Bachao Abhiyaan" based on the theme “Healthy Inputs- Rich Soil- Better Tomorrow” at Kumra 

village in the Habra block of North 24 Parganas district, 

West Bengal under MGMG programme. The objective of 

programme was enhancing farmers’ awareness and 

promoting sustainable agricultural practices through 

village-level outreach programmes, and technical 

guidance. The event witnessed active participation of 

farmers (n=33, M:1, F:32), mostly farm women 

representing Kumra, Sonakene, Boyraghata and adjoining villages of Habra block, North 24 

parganas district, West Bengal. The programme was conducted by 

the scientists Drs. P. K. Nanda, Arun. K. Das, and Samiran 

Bandyopadhyay of ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata. At the outset, the 

experts briefly outlined objectives of the programme and 

highlighted the growing concerns associated with excessive and 

unscientific use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, resulting 

declining soil health, and adverse effects on the environment, 

human and animal health. During the awareness programme, the 

participants were encouraged to adopt scientific soil management 

practices, and reduce excessive dependence on chemical fertilisers to prevent soil degradation, 

groundwater pollution, and eutrophication of water bodies. To 

overcome the problem, the participants were also sensitized 

on benefits of the use of farm yard manure utilizing locally 

available organic manures, that helps in boosting soil 

biological activity and enhance agricultural resilience. 

Further, they were encouraged to possess Soil Health 

Cards,  so that fertilizer application can be based on the actual nutrient requirements of the soil, 

which can help reduce input costs, improve productivity and preserve soil fertility.  

The programme's initiatives are expected to increase awareness on balanced use of fertiliser and 

farm yard manure to restore soil fertility for securing better crop yields and sustainable farming, 

upholding the core objectives of the Khet Bachao Abhiyan. 
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