
IVRI Celebrates 80th Independence Day; Dr. 

Raghavendra Bhatta Calls for Global Leadership in 

Veterinary Science 

Izatnagar, August 15, 2026: The 80th Independence Day was celebrated with patriotic fervour 

at the ICAR–Indian Veterinary Research Institute (ICAR-IVRI), Izatnagar. On the 

occasion, eight distinguished entrepreneurs and professionals from different parts of the 

country were honoured as Professors of Practice, while four women scientists of the Institute 

were felicitated for their contributions. Former ICAR Deputy Director General (Animal 

Sciences) Dr. K. M. L. Pathak was also 

present on the occasion.  

Hoisting the National Flag, Dr. 

Raghavendra Bhatta, Deputy Director 

General (Animal Science), ICAR and 

Director, ICAR-IVRI, described IVRI 

as an Institution of Excellence and an 

important symbol of India's scientific 

heritage in veterinary science.  

Highlighting the growing importance of 

the livestock sector, Dr. Bhatta said that 

it has been growing at around 5.5 per 

cent annually over the last decade, 

contributing nearly 30 per cent to Agricultural GVA and about 5 per cent to National GVA. 

He stressed that increasing livestock production must be accompanied by stronger disease 

prevention, diagnostics and control to safeguard farmers' livelihoods and national food security. 



 

Dr. Bhatta highlighted IVRI's strong capabilities in vaccine development and veterinary 

diagnostics, He expressed hope that the vaccine would become available at the earliest for wider 

benefit to the livestock sector. 

Major achievements of IVRI 

The Director highlighted several recent 

achievements of the Institute, including 

the joining of 25 new scientists and the 

success of 130 IVRI students in the 

ARS examination. The Institute 

achieved approximately 99.7 per cent 

budget utilization during the last 

financial year and generated nearly ₹15 

crore in revenue. To encourage young 

scientists, ₹70 lakh was provided to 14 

scientists, while incentives were also 

extended to nine high revenue-

generating divisions. 

He further highlighted the commercialization of IVRI's Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) vaccine, 

which generated approximately ₹100 lakh through licensing fees and royalties, the registration 

and promotion of Vrindavani and Rohilkhandi cattle, and the certification of eight 

technologies during the ICAR Foundation Day celebrations. 

 

A major scientific achievement highlighted during the address was the production of five calves 

from a single donor cow (Sahiwal breed) through OPU-IVF technology, demonstrating 

IVRI's advanced capabilities in reproductive biotechnology. 

Dr. Bhatta also highlighted NABL accreditation of CADRAD, the Institute's NAAC A++ 

accreditation, and its placement among the Top 100 institutions globally in Veterinary 



Sciences in the QS World University Ranking. He further informed that ICAR has approved 

internship allowance for the complete one year internship period for students. 

Focus on next-generation veterinary science 

Dr. Bhatta emphasized the need for next-generation vaccines and technologies to achieve 

national disease-control goals, including 

PPR-free India by 2030, elimination of 

dog-mediated rabies and continued 

FMD control towards FMD Mukt 

Bharat. He called for effective 

combination vaccines, improved 

adjuvants and new vaccine platforms, 

along with greater focus on indigenous 

vaccines for poultry and companion 

animals. 

He stressed that veterinary science must 

embrace Artificial Intelligence, Machine 

Learning, Genomics, Gene Editing and Advanced Reproductive Technologies to address 

emerging challenges, including those arising from climate change. 

 



Calling for a new generation of veterinary professionals, Dr. Bhatta said that the veterinarian of 

tomorrow must be a scientist, innovator, entrepreneur, communicator and problem solver, 

and emphasized that IVRI must equip students with knowledge, skills, exposure, confidence and 

the courage to innovate. 

He called upon the IVRI fraternity to work towards making the Institute not only a Centre of 

Excellence in Veterinary Science but also a global leader in innovation, entrepreneurship, 

technology and veterinary education. 

Dr. Bhatta also called for a strong sense of ownership, commitment and dedication among 

every member of the IVRI family. Referring to an inspiring NASA anecdote, he emphasized that 

every individual should feel that “IVRI is my institution and I am a part of it.” He said that 

such a sense of belonging would significantly strengthen institutional performance. 

Concluding his address, Dr. Bhatta called upon the IVRI fraternity to reaffirm its commitment to 

the nation, farmers, livestock and young veterinarians and work collectively towards making 

Indian veterinary science stronger, more innovative, self-reliant and globally competitive. 

Eight Professors of Practice felicitated 

As part of an important initiative to strengthen academia–industry engagement, eight 

distinguished professionals were felicitated as Professors of Practice during the programme. 
The honourees included Dr. D.V.R. Prakash Rao, Chairman & MD, Prakash Foods & Feed 

Mills Pvt Ltd, Chennai;  Dr. K. Anand Kumar, Managing Director, Indian Immunologicals 

Limited, Hyderabad;  Dr. Susantth Rai Bellapady, Managing Partner, Raisons Nutritions, 

Mangalore;  Dr. C.B. Pande, Consultant South/South East Asia, Lallemand Animal Nutrition, 

France;  Dr. Jaikesh Kumar Pandey, Former Director, Department of Animal Husbandry, Uttar 

Pradesh;  Dr. O.P. Chaudhary, Former Joint Secretary (Administration & International 

Cooperation), DADF, GOI;  Dr. Shirish Nigam, Managing Director South Asia, EW Nutrition 

India and Shri Sanjoy Mukerji, CEO & Executive Editor, Indian Poultry Review & Poultry 

Jagat. They have bring extensive experience in animal health, vaccines, nutrition, livestock 

development, poultry, public administration, agribusiness, entrepreneurship and sector-specific 

media. 



Three other Professors of Practice—Dr. Vinod Gopal, Dr. Dinesh Tukaram Bhosale and 

Brigadier (Dr.) C.P. Churamani—were also acknowledged, though they could not attend the 

programme due to preoccupied commitments. 

The programme was attended by Dr. S. K. Singh, Joint Director (Research); Dr. S. K. 

Mendiratta, Joint Director (Academic); Dr. Rupasi Tiwari, Joint Director (Extension 

Education); Dr. Sohini Dey, Joint Director (CADRAD); Dr. Ravi Kant Agrawal; Mrs. 

Sanjeevan Prakash, Senior Finance Comptroller, besides Heads of Divisions, scientists, 

officers, Staff and students of the Institute. 



 

 

 

 


