
Bamboo Lady of India addressed the first sensitization workshop For 
DST Sponsored ‘GATI’ Pilot Project @ ICAR-IVRI on 25th October, 2021 

 

 
Dr Triveni Dutt, Director & Vice chancellor of ICAR- IVRI 

 Honouring Ms Neera Sarmah  
 
 “The Bamboo lady of Indiaέ as Neera Sarmah addressed the first sensitization workshop 
for Gender Advancement For Transforming Institution (GATI) pilot project, a prestigious 
Project  of the Department of Science & Technology, GoI, held at ICAR - Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute Izatnagar on 25th October, 2021. She highlighted the importance of 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ D!¢L ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ context. She shared her experiences and views about the role of 
gender balance in the various educational institutions and in society. She also threw light on 
gender advancement particularly by giving importance to women especially in skilling 
women. 
 

The aim of GATI pilot and conducting the workshop was to nudge institutions of 
higher education and research towards supporting diversity, inclusion and the full spectrum 
of talent for their own success and progression. In particular, it aspires to create an enabling 
environment for equal participation of women in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Medicine and Mathematics (STEMM) disciplines at all levels, addressing deep-rooted 
problems with the active support, cooperation and collaboration from all the officials, 
faculty and students of the institutions.  

 
Children from Kendriya Vidyalaya, ICAR-IVRI holding placards for gender advancement 

The event was organized in a Hybrid mode (Offline and Online), and was attended by 
more than 150 Faculties, Scientists, Students and Staff from ICAR-IVRI, Izatnagar along with 



all its Campuses and Regional Stations. Further, more than 50 School children and teachers 
from Kendriya Vidyalaya, IVRI, Izatnagar, and Bareilly also participated in the programme.  

 

 

 



 
 

The programme started with the formal welcome address by Dr Rupasi Tiwari, Co-PI 
of the GATI project. She threw light on the illustrious life and work of Ms Neerah Sarmah 
άǘƘŜ .ŀƳōƻƻ ƭŀŘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ {ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ aǎ bŜŜǊŀƘ {ŀǊƳŀƘ  as a social 
worker, women entrepreneur and a renowned designer working with Bamboo related 
activities since last 20  years. She not only trained economically deprived women but also 
supported them for marketing. She is associated with the National Bamboo Mission 
[NMB],FDA, JFMC, Handloom and Handicraft department, social welfare department and 
various NGOs at various places all over the country. She has been honored with many 
awards prestigious awards like Vasundhara Award for 2016-17, National Women Excellence 
Award 2014. 

 



 
 Dr Mahesh Chander, Head & Nodal Officer of the project introduced GATI Pilot 

project and role of the faculties, staff and students in it. He shared about objectives, aims 
and methodology of GATI pilot, besides, inspirations, ideas and views on GATI via 
tƻǿŜǊǇƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ career progression from 
his own experience and views. He discussed various points for strengthening women 
participation in various field. He requested the faculty and staff for providing their full 
support for implementing the GATI project. 

A large number of questions were asked by the participating students and faculty, 
about the GATI, which were answered by Dr Mahesh Chander, Nodal Officer, GATI, Project.  

aǎ bŜŜǊŀ {ŀǊƳŀƘ άǘƘŜ ōŀƳōƻƻ ƭŀŘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ DǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 
expressed her thoughts on gender advancement especially women inclusiveness and 
expressed her happiness to be a part of the great initiative of GATI. She shared her journey 
from an ordinary  woman up to this level and the struggles she had gone through. She 
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ άhƴŜ ōŀƳōƻƻ ƻƴŜ ƭŀƪƘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ unemployed women to come into 
frontline earners of family. 

The programme was presided over by Dr Triveni Dutt, Director & Vice-Chancellor of 
ICAR- IVRI who addressed the gathering and gave a general perspective on involvement of 
women in STEMM disciplines, the leadership roles played by women in various facets of 
science and technology, problems faced by working women and the changes required in the 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΦ IŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ƴŜǿ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
education rate and ratio need to be elevated within few years. He provided a comparison of 
ratio of women in ICAR-IVRI and also in other institutions to show the difference and 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘǊŜǿ 
light on the significant achievements of women in various fields of Science and Technology.   

Three films focusing on promotion of women and girls in the field of science and 
technology were screened during the occasion. 

 
The programme was concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr Shruti, Scientist 

Division of Extension Education. 



 


